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Why	Education	is	a	fundamental	human	right	
	
Discourse	of	Alaa’	AbuKaraki,	dvv	International	and	IALLA	VII	Graduate,	at	the	
Education	World	Forum	celebrated	recently	in	Canoas,	Brazil. 
	I will speak today about adult education, which I believe everyone agrees that it’s an integral part of the right to education. I will speak about the importance of promoting such concept, and why such an education can be the golden and the one chance for many people out there to gain or regain their value in life as human beings.   I work for DVV International, an organization that is dedicated towards the promotion of development though cooperation in youth and adult education. DVV International works with community centers in remote villages in Jordan to empower those communities and bring a positive change into people’s lives.   I will not tell you how we promote adult education and how we empower those communities; I will rather tell you why we do it… and for that, I will tell you the story of Khadeja.  

 
 
Khadeja, a 40-year-old woman, divorced, unhappy, living with her old parents in a village called Jdetta, located in the very northern part of Jordan. She has three kids, who live with their father and stepmother in a city far away from where she lives. It happened that Kahdeja signed up for a school bag production-training course in the community center in her village, the course was funded by DVV International. When I talked to Khadeja the first time when I visited the center at the beginning of the course, she said that she has signed up only because her mom insisted that she does, she has no interest in this whatsoever and has no future plans after the training, and she was indifferent and pretty much depressed. When I asked the trainer why she accepted her, the trainer said, “We want to help her out of her depression”.   A couple of weeks later I visited again, and was really happy to see that the dynamics in the workshop room were really different and full of energy.. Kahdeja started showing me off some of the bags designs she did and was really happy. During the course time, different activities and events took place at the center allowing the participants to join in and feel at home. The activities 
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would include awareness raising sessions on health, social, cultural… etc. issues or just informal lunch and/or team gatherings to chat and have some fun. At the end of the course, the center’s manager and trainer sat with the participants to discuss with them the next steps, and what options they have in order to enable them utilize the knowledge and skills they learnt during the course, one of the options was to apply for a loan from the center and start a home based small business... and this was the option Khadeja chose.    

  As part of follow up, I visited Khadeja in her house a couple of months after she took the loan. She lead me to her small workshop where there were piles of fabric on one side, piles of school bags on the other and the sewing machine right in the center… I asked her what she was up to; she said that she has networked with one of the schools nearby to provide them a specific quantity of bags for a special price, and when I asked why is she doing this, especially that she herself said at the beginning of the training that she wasn’t interested, she simply said the following: 
“I	was	depressed.	My	kids	didn’t	care	for	me	because	I	didn’t	care	for	myself	and	I	couldn’t	do	anything	
at	all.	But	after	the	training,	I	felt	I’m	more	capable	and	now	I’m	challenging	myself	to	do	this,	not	only	
because	 I	want	money,	 but	 because	 I	want	 to	 have	 some	 value	 in	 life	 and	 then	my	 children	will	
appreciate	me	more	and	look	up	to	me”		
	Khadeja is of course struggling to get her kids back; her newly founded business will provide her with enough money to be able to support her children… and most importantly to have the confidence to do so.  Reflecting on Kahdeja’s story, isn’t this the kind of education we want? This learning process that took place in that center didn’t only provide Khadeja and the other learners with skills and knowledge, it helped them create a vision that made them gain more value, it offered them options. Skills fade eventually and might become outdated… therefore education should not be an end result, it’s a mean that helps people create an everlasting positive change in their lives and in their communities, and this is the kind of education that should be granted as a right to everyone, and this is the kind of education we should be advocating for.   
Alaa’	AbuKaraki	
IALLA	VII	Graduate	PR & Project Manager DVV International 


